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A  GLANCE AT THE notes and references of articles in the  Ricardian  and  other
historical journals will serve to emphasise the dependence of historical writers of
the medieval period on printed versions of original documents. The Calendars
of Patent Rolls, Close  Rolls, Fine  Rolls and Charter Rolls and their indices
provide invaluable information from the  records  of grants of property, offices
and commissions under the Crown. Although complete  sets  of  these volumes
are  only to be found in metropolitan and university libraries, they make
reasonably accessible a  vast  amount of information  which  would be impossible
for any individual to assemble alone from the original documents. The  process
of transcribing government  records  into printed and indexed form was begun in
the eighteenth century by the Record Commissioners and other bodies
authorised by Parliament. It started in earnest  with  the publication of the Rolls
of Parliament' and gained  momentum  in the nineteenth century with the
establishment of the Public Record Office in  1838  and the  work  of its staff from
1856 in the preparation of the above-mentioned Calendars of Rolls and State
Papers. At the risk of oversimplification it may be  stated that  the  most  formal
‘top layer' of surviving central government records for our period have since
been put  into  printed and indexed  form  so  that  the essential contents of these
documents may be ascertained without the necessity of  consulting the original
which may be in Latin, English  or occasionally Norman-French and in
unfamiliar script.  During the last century other  levels of documents have been
sorted, classified and numbered and various types of  list  and  index  prepared to
assist the researcher in finding and requisitioning the  documents  required for  a
project, for examination at the Public Record  Office  or by means of photocopy
or microfilm  through  the post.2 Regrettably, the present policy of the Public
Record Office is not to continue the  work  of preparing printed calendars
(summaries) and indices of other  classes  of records  after  completion of the
present series. This is largely due to the high  cost  of preparation and publishing
and is  only partly mitigated by photocopy and microfilm facilities which were
not available when the series of Calendars were begun in the last  century.  The
body of readily accessible historical source material will therefore only increase
as  a  result of the activities of independent researchers and societies in preparing
printed  or photocopied typescripts of transcripts, summaries and, most
important, indices of  these  other classes of record.
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One such project concerns  a  class of records known as the Exchequer
Warrants for Issues and the purpose of this article is to discuss the nature of
these  documents by reference to some examples. The Exchequer was the
principal financial department of government of the medieval kings and dealt
with  the routine of the collection of revenues and items of expenditure in the
Lower Exchequer or Exchequer of Receipt. The actual management and
auditing of accounts was carried out in the Upper Exchequer which  also  acted
as  a  court in matters affecting the king’s revenues. Normally money would be
paid out or allowance given by the Exchequer officials in accordance with
regular yearly precedents, such as a royal grant under the great seal of England
enrolled on the Exchequer Memoranda Roll. Any irregular or special  payment
had to be supported by a properly worded and authenticated royal warrant. In
the late fifteenth century this usually took the form of  a  letter (ostensibly) from
the king to the Treasurer and Chamberlains of the Exchequer authenticated by
the application of the privy seal to the  face  of the  document  and signed by one
of the clerks of the Privy Seal Office. However, in this period letters under the
Privy Seal were not usually seen by the king but were prepared in the Privy Seal
Office by the authorised clerks under direction of the Keeper of the Privy Seal
either under delegated powers or in response to  a  less formal warrant from the
king’s  Secretary (under the.signet seal) or one of the duly authorised officers of
state  for certain routine types of business. Just occasionally, in matters of
urgency, the Exchequer officials received  a  direct royal warrant in the form of  a
letter under the signet  seal  countersigned by the king himself. Apparently the
Exchequer would only accept  Signet letters if countersigned by the king and this
procedure is comparatively rare. The Exchequer officials carefully retained the
‘Warrants for Issues' as their justification for out-payments and as  a  result there
has been preserved  a  considerable body of documents which, although in some
cases duplicating or confirming information found elsewhere, generally could
provide a valuable source of information on persons, places and  subjects for
future researchers.3 .

The Public Record Office archive for  this  class of document survives to a
greater or lesser extent from the reign of Henry II to William IV and is most
complete  for the fifteenth century, although  there  are some known gaps and
probably unknown random  losses.  A  basic index without calendars or
summaries was made  some  years ago by staff of the Public Record Office for the
period 1399-1485.“ This  has provided a valuable search facility which has
enabled some historians to use the archive. Work in progress by the present
authors  is directed towards preparing concise summaries of all the documents
for the period 7 March 1480 to 12 July 1485  with  full transcripts of  those  of
special interest and  a  more  detailed index than would be possible for longer
periods. The initial and terminal  dates  were selected for convenience in using the
files as the dates of the first document in the twentieth regnal year of Edward IV
and the last surviving for  Richard III.  In this period there are a  total  of 364
documents, but the Exchequer year Michaelmas  1480  to Michaelmas  1481  is
missing, so that it is difficult to come to any conclusion as to the average
amount of business transacted. Some indication may be given perhaps by the
number of documents (1 10) surviving for the one full regnal year of Edward IV
in the period considered (March 1482-3) and for the two full years of Richard
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III:  June  1483-4  (57) and June  1484-5  (68). However it should be emphasised
firstly that  Warrants for Issues only cover certain types of payments and
secondly that  there were other financial departments handling Crown revenues,
in particular the King’s Chamber (for which the formal archive does not  survive
for Edward IV and Richard  III) and this was particularly active  during their
reigns.5 No useful financial statistics can be developed therefore from the
Warrants for Issues and  they must  be regarded as simply another  source  of
circumstantial information on  persons, places and  a  multitude of miscellaneous
subjects.

Amongst the  most  interesting of the warrants are  those  which concern
payments made by Edward IV and Richard III to members of their family and
to  others  for services rendered or items purchased for the royal Household.6 In
March  1480  Edward issued an order to pay William Crosby of Warwick the
sum of £34 0s  '/2d owed to him by George,  late  Duke of Clarence for  ale,  hay and
other household necessities.7 Margaret, daughter of the  late  Duke of Clarence,
received money for clothing and other necessities and the servants appointed to
attend her received their wages according to warrants issued in January 14828
and November  1482.9 Also in January 1482  payment was made for the hire of
six  boats  and their crew to  convey 500 soldiers to the King’s ship the ‘Fawcon’ to
escort the Duchess of Burgundy to England. This presumably refers to
Margaret’s visit in 1480.” At the end of January 1482  there was an order to pay
Piers Curteys, Keeper of the Wardrobe, the sum of  £215  165 10d for ‘all such
charges and necessaries as were requisite for the interring of Anne [Mowbray],
late  wife  of Richard, Duke of York’.” During Richard’s reign, in January 1484,
there is an order to pay to  Anne  of  Caux, once nurse to Edward IV, her annuity
of  £20, granted  for life by letters patent dated  2  January 1484.'2

During the period March  1480  to March 1483, Edward IV spent
considerable sumsof money on such items as ‘reparations of divers of our  jewels
and for gold and silver put into the  same’ when a  total  of £62 was paid to
Elizabeth widow of William Palmer, goldsmith of London and one Marcellus
Maure.” In May 1480  the Exchequer was ordered to pay William Morton
vestment-maker, £53 6s 8d for ‘six  copes  of white  damask  embroidered  with
angels with divers minstralsies for the College within Windsor Castle’ in
connection with the recently celebrated feast of  Pentecost.” Another payment
to  a  London goldsmith, one Alderman  Hugh  Bryce, concerns ‘two pots of silver,
parcel] gilte,’ which were  bought  at  a cost  of £23 75 as  a  gift from the  King to
John Grose, ambassador of the Duke of Austria and Burgundy.”

In some instances payments were made  some  twelve months or,more in
arrears  as shown in the order to pay John  Pikerying, mercer of London, the
subsidy on goods purchased by orders of the King. In this  case  the goods
included hangings and tapestries and some 12,000 paving tiles which had been
purchased at the great fairs of the Low Countries, Bammis Mart, Sinxen  Mart
and the Coldmart.” Three  months later there is an order to pay Edmund  Rigon,
draper of London, the balance of  £263  125 for seven tapestries of silk depicting
the history of Tullius Osculius and Populus Heracius.” Another example of
goods  being imported for the  King from European marts occurs in September
1482 when a  customs  subsidy of £15 195 was required to be repaid on  a  tapestry
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of the  Story of  Thebes, value  £300 bought  at the Pask Mart and two carpets
value  £19, purchased at the Sinxen Mart.”

Fine materials were purchased from London mercers, including satin and
black velvet'9 and purple and  blue  velvet, black and russet damask.20 In January
I484, Richard 111 issued an order to pay John Walcote, merccr of London, the
sum of £74 135  l'lzd for gold and silk  goods which  had been delivered by his wife
Cicile to Piers Curteys, Keeper of the Great Wardrobe, and also for
workmanship as recorded in the Wardrobe accounts.2l Whilst at  Nottingham  in
October  of the  same  year, the  King ordered payments to  Robert  Appleby,
yeoman of the Wardrobe, for his work ‘upon certain clothes of  velvet  and silks
to our  use’ and also ‘for us and to our use 19 pieces of fine Holland cloth’.22 In
January 1485, payments were made to London merchants William Capell,
draper, and  Thomas  Pays, skinner, for ‘clothes of velvet, saten  and chamlet and
furs  of martens and  bogy’ which had been delivered, as  a  gift  to the  King’s
brother-in-law, John  de la Pole, Duke  of Suffolk.23

Evidence of building works taking place  during the summer of 1480 at
Windsor Castle and Eltham Manor is shown by 'an order to pay for 158  tons  of
Caen stone, 75 tons being delivered to Windsor and 83 tons to Eltham.24 The
sum of £19 4s 1d was paid to James Hatfield for his work on the New Hall at the
Royal Manor of Eltham and Roger Apulton received three  separate  payments
for his work on repairs at Eltham and Dover Castles.25 Some eighteen months
later in December  1482, James  Hatfield was paid  a  further £13 125 10d for  ‘work
done by our  commandment within  our Manor of Eltham’.“ In November 1481
the  King pledged  a  total of  £200  towards the building of the New College at
Cambridge. 27 A further 200 marks was given towards the building of the new
church at the College of Our Lady and St Nicholas (now King’s College),' m  the
University of Cambridge. 23

In November  1482 Thomas Hunt, Clerk- of Works, was to receive
unspecified  sums  of  money ‘for  the due reparation of certain ruinous houses
Within  our Palace of Westminster and  also  for the making of  a great  Chamber
unto  our  dearest wife the Queen in her lodging and for a privy kitchen of new to
be made within the said Palace’.29 -

In November  1481  and again in November  1482  payments were made for
the purchase of wine from France for the  King’s  Household.” In February 1484
Richard III issued an order to recompense  John  Ambros de Nigrono, merchant
of  Genoa, for the delivery of 80 tons of wine to  Calais  and 120  tons  of wine to
London.“

At Christmas time the King did not forget his Household staff, as shown by
an  entry on  9  December  148]  which orders £100 to be  divided  amongst the
grooms and pages of the  King' 5  Chamber as a customary Christmas gift. 32 The
records  show  that this  custom was repeated by the King m  November  1482  and
continued by King Richard 111 in  December  I483.33 Another ekample of
Edward  lV’s  benevolence at Christmas  time  appears in February 1482  when a
payment  of  £464  175 3d is  ordered  to be made to John Shawe  a  London
goldsmith, ‘for certain  jewels  and new plate by us of him bought for our  year’s
gifts  against the Feast of Christmas last  past.’ The  gifts  are then listed and
include  a  gold  cup weighing almost  2402,  the gold being priced at 385 an  ounce;
a  gold  cross  with diamonds; four rings with diamonds,  a  pair of large  gilt
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flagons; a  ‘square  salt  with  a  covering’; ‘six gilt bowls with martlettis with one
covering’; ‘six  plain bowls with one covering’; ‘another  gilt  bowl with  a  covering
with  martlettis’; ‘two plain bowls with one covering’; “two  great plain  pots  and
23 standing cups  with  19 covers gilt’.34

Three days later, the King ordered another  payment  to be made to  a
London goldsmith, this time Reynold Underole was owed the sum of £52 175 1d
for items including two ruby rings, two diamond rings, three rings with
diamonds and rubies, a  signet ring engraved with the whole arms of England,
two gold collars and  a  garter of gold.35

Once more there is evidence of Richard  continuing the traditions of his
brother  when an entry for 22 January 1484  requires Edmund  Shawe, knight  and
Alderman of the city of London, to be paid  a  total of  £764  175 6d for certain
plate gardered by him for Christmas gifts and for the  other  jewels delivered to the
King.

On  a  number of occasions, Richard found himself in the position of  having
to  settle  his  brother’s  debts.  In August  1484  there is an order to pay Edmond
Tankard, squire, late  servant to Edward IV, £8 85 in final settlement of  a  total
expenditure of £20 25 8d for the purchase of pewter vessels, pots, pans, brushes,
racks etc. for the kitchen of the lodge called the  Tower  in Windsor Forest, the

-major part of the account having already been settled under warrant of Edward
IV as recorded in the Exchequer.37 In May 1485  he authorised payment to be
made out of the customs and subsidies of the port of London to John Ambrose
dc Nigro, Gabriel of Furmariis and Anthony Sawly merchants of Genoa to
discharge the balance of money owed to them for certain jewels  sold  to the late
King Edward  IV.”

The  above  examples of expenditure in connection with the royal family,
household and building works provide an indication of the  rich  variety of
information obtainable from the Exchequer Warrants for Issue. If space
permitted similar examples could be given  under other diverse headings such as
the Scottish campaign, piracy, diplomacy and trade. It is hoped  that  these will
be published in  a  suitable form in due course.

Not all the documents in this archive, however, are equally interesting.
Inevitably there is some routine. Indeed, although the Warrants for Issues
generally served to authorise ‘extraordinary’ payments, there  are several
categories of recurrent expenditure. Most frequent are numerous orders to pay
arrears of annuities (typically £20) to religious houses, such as the convents of
Friars Preachers and Friars Minor in the Universities of  Oxford  and Cambridge
and in the City of  London  and to the leper hospital of St. Egidius outside
London. The last annuity (605) was granted originally by Henry 11 so hardly
qualifies as extraordinary expenditure}?  -  It seems, however, that  either
payments from the  king’s  alms could not be considered as routine, or more
likely, such charitable payments came  last  in priority and the recipients had to
expedite payment by obtaining a  special privy seal warrant.

Other recurring yearly payments were made to the sheriffs of the counties
to recompense them for the ‘great  losses, costs and charges which  they shall
have  and sustain in that office'. Typically on 5 December  1484  Robert
Brackenbury was allowed sheriff‘s costs of  £100  against the receipts of his
county of Kent for the  coming year.40
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Another series of regular payments was made to one John Billesby, the
Keeper of the Fees of the Exchequer. The office was hereditary and the warrants
mention it being formerly held by his grandmother, Agnes Billesby. For the
period considered seven warrants survive in respect of quarterly payments of
fees and expenses. The amounts vary according to the volume of business but
the warrant“l dated 5 December  1483  is indicative. It authorises the following:

‘For carrying 16  writs  to sheriffs in  divers  parts of England and
for his  diet 48s 6d
For wax for  sealing of  1,862 writs  and for his diet 71s 9d
For  divers necessaries bought  for the  Exchequer 4s 5d‘

It is well known  that  medieval governments were no less adept than their
modern counterparts at obtaining the  best  terms and maximum credit from-
their suppliers and servants. Only for favoured or important creditors  were  the
Treasurer and Chamberlains of the Exchequer authorised to pay ‘in ready
money’ and ‘incontinent  upon  the  sight  hereof. Not surprisingly the value in
loyalty of prompt reward and recompense for military and intelligence services
was recognised. For instance on  9  March  1482  Edward IV ordered immediate
payment of 20 marks by way of reward to Roger Hastings for ‘good
service  .  . . against our rebels and enemies the Scots’.42 Other creditors often
had to be content with payment by way of remittance of customs duty or by
‘tallies of assignment' which authorised them to collect their money from
government receivers such as the collectors of customs at  a  named port or the
county sheriff where they might have to wait for sufficient revenue to
accumulate or to compete with other assignees. Occasionally debts were heavily
discounted in settlement perhaps when details were disputed as occurred when
Edward IV was settling long past  debts of his father, Richard  Duke  of York
with  the heir of Christopher Wartier, Alderman of  London, and others.43

The  above  examples may serve to indicate the many details of the
administration of the  King’s  finances which can be of as  much  interest as the
subject  matter of the payments.
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25  individual  documents. The  final  number' IS the  actual document  or  piece  number. The documents are

arranged' ll'l  chronological  order. ‘

77/1/2

77/2/47

77/3/66

77/2/49

77/2/5I
78/2/26

77/ l/ 17
77/1/20

77/ [/23

77/l/25
77/ 1/43
77/3/44

77/ [/42

77/1/45

.  78/2/27

.  78/3/9

.  78/3/33

.  77/1/24

.  77/1/33
77/3/ll0
77/2/37
7712/34
7713/57
77/2/35
73/2/39
77/2/39
77/3/62 and 78/2/l8
77/2/54
17/2/56
78/2/28

.  78/3/7

78/3/67
77] ll},  77/ 2/ [4. 78/2/32

78/3/23

.  78/2/20
77/3/88

.  77/l/l3
~
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